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SB231: Opting out of traumatic brain
Introduced bv: B Hamlette

injury fund

Committee: Finance and Claims Hearing 2/L0/20LL 5:00pn Room 317

Though I recognize the vafue of the traumatic brain injury funding, I oppose
the idea of making this an "opt-out" item on vehicle registratlons. I afso
reafize that most peopJ-e when asked if they want to contribute, w111 say no,
but at least they are a1lowed to make an informed and consc.ious cholce in how
tharz qnonri +hai r_.._r money.

As with the State parks fund, making people opt-out is really a Sneaky Pete
way to collect monev from unsuspectinq vehicfe owners.

My husband and f are too busy working to
visit the State parks. In my 15 years in
park...one time. So T try to remember to
forgot to opt out until the clerk handed
point, I said that f wanted to opt out.

pay our taxes and other bill-s to
Montana, I've visited one State
onf nrrt o f t he f ee. LaS L. June I

me my new registration. At that

She gave me a deer in the headliqht ]ook and said the registration had
already been processed. I suggested she just give me back 94.00 so I
wou]-dn't have to write another check. She said she coul-dn't do that. I then
suggested she back out lhe transaction and we would start over with another
check and such. She said it would take over an hour to do that. f wond.ered
at Lhe time since it only took a few minutes to put it in. Given the
report.ed problems and lines at the vehicle registration counters across the
State, T was hesitant to pursue the matter. As she probably expected (and
hoped) I di-dntt want to waj-t that long. I protested, grumbled and muttered
under my breath some not too flattering comments aboul government and lack of
customer service and walked away, thinking that was the last time I would be
hood wlnked.

This June' if I forget, I will stand there and hofd up that line until the
nrn-aec i c nnmnl,-- --^.n,,ete. But, by scrawlinq f OPI OUT Of AtL OPTIONAL
FEES on the current registration form, r'm hoping to avoid the situation.

That aside, a more approprj-ate place for the
fund is on the State income tax form, right
Program, Chil-d Abuse Prevention, Agriculture
Famj-ly Relief Fund.

collection of money for this
along with Nongame Wildlife
in Schools, and Montana Mili-tary
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f realize that there are people who coufd
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benefit from such a program,
by l-hi s f'r-rndrnE?

by

but

i.lhy c;rnr'i: i,h j-* b* fi:r:.ij*d. u,iii j-'L.r]:'tcira.i.:,:,r.ir.r-t e ifr..r.l.s, and pr-ivaie anci corpcra.Le
Oonal.-Lcns at'i{i p?-acj j: :1Ini: ;'

As to the fiscal note, I take exception to #9 and #10 that says it woufd take
40 hours G $165/hr (or $6600) to make the chanqe. I haven't seen the data



entry screen or the code behind it, but in my 20+ years experience as a
software developer, that doesnrb make sense.

A checkbox is an onloff type of control on a form. Since this option isalready availabl-e as an t'opt*inr', the checkbox, or simj-lar control, should
already exist, along with a default status of "unchecked', and the code that
says if the box is checked, add $1. At the most, a prograrnmer should have to
change the default status to'checked'and the prompt on the screen to,'optouL" or something. Even being generous, it should take only a couple of
hours to make the change, test it, document it. and put the change into thevarious librari-es normally kept by software development teams.

Whil-e I would l-ike to fund a1J sorts of worthy programs, I see it as another
government program that will continue to require more and more funding at atime when money is tigrht and we should be cuttinq back.

I'm sorry that I will have to stand in opposition to this bill and urge the
commi-ttee mernbers to vote no.

Thank you,

Cindy Snank
6670 Sl"eeping Giant View
Helena, MT 59602

5102 Road 2041
Poplar, MT 59255


